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dharmabal (i.e., spirit-force). Now dharmabal can spring only from
suffering. Oppressing, harassing, or assaulting others cannot
add to our spiritual strength. The events in Ahmedabad would
have been impossible, had we but a true sense of dharma. It is
one of our duties to prevent mischief. If the men and women of
Ahmedabad could be brave, all mischief would cease. It is obvi-
ously a far greater thing to overcome mischief by spirit-force,
than to do so by brute force. We have seen that violent out-
breaks have not benefited us at all. I have already said that they
had nothing to do with my release. The outbreaks commenced
on the 10th, The decision to release me in Bombay was arrived
at on the 9th. It cannot therefore have been in any way the re-
sult of those outbreaks. Moreover, those who have faith in satya-
graha should be the last men to resort to violence to secure my
release.
Let us now consider what further loss we have sustained. I
reminded you on Monday that the offices which were burnt down
belonged to ourselves. But we have an indirect ownership there-
in, and the fact that the expenses of re-building them may perhaps
not fall directly on us may make us indifferent to the mischief
done. The loss to our commerce by the closing of the Telegraph
Office may also fail to affect us. But consider the consequences
of burning down the University Examination Pandal. I under-
stand that it was erected by a contractor, it was his property and
was worth about Rs. 18,000. Who will compensate the contractor?
Can we imagine the soreness of his feelings ? Surely the incendiaries
must never have thought of making up for the loss. I am informed
that there were many ornaments deposited in the District Court
Treasury as being matter of dispute in Civil cases and otherwise.
Some estimate their value at Rs. 50,000, while others value them
at a higher figure still. We know nothing about the owners
of these ornaments. They have lost them for good. Government
may not compensate them; and even if they do, it will be from our
money. The poor innocent people, who have thus lost their orna-
ments, will not perhaps so much as approach the Government to
demand them. Where was the justice of our ferreting out frota
Rao Bahadur Bulakhidas' house all the things therein and making
a bonfire of them? I have been told the Rao Bahadur's career
has been far from good; that he harasses the people. Granting
that this is so, may we, therefore, burn the property of such
officers? If people were thus to take the law into their own
hands, there would be an end of peace and public safety and
a perpetual reign of terror would prevail. If any and every person,